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Jabaley et al. Critical Care (2018) 22:7

1st World Sepsis Congress
Patty Duke, Mohammed Ali,

2012 First  World Sepsis Day
Child death in US, Adult death        
miscarriage in Ireland

NHS report child 
death UK

NHS apology 
child death

Contaminated 
sharps India

Development of Relative Search Volume on Google





Major Societies Recently Joined the GSA 



15,000  Registrants

65,000  Viewers/Listeners

Developing Novel Approaches for
Education and Communication



. . . The public and political space is the 

space in which [sepsis] needs to be in 

order for things to change.”

Sir Liam Donaldson, Geneva ; May 2017



The WHO Resolution Urges Member 
States to:

• Develop national policy and processes to improve the 
prevention, diagnosis, and treatment of sepsis.

• Guide evidence-based strategies for policy decisions related to 
preventive, diagnostic and treatment activities and access to 
relevant health care for survivors; 

• Promote public awareness by training health care workers to use 
the term “sepsis” in communication with patients, relatives, and
other parties.

• Engage in advocacy efforts to raise sepsis awareness by 
supporting activities promoting such awareness including but 
not restricted to World Sepsis Day .



„Sepsis outcome is a key performance
indicator for the quality of any health care 
system„

This understanding must become part
of the mindset of all stakeholders on the
European, national, and facility level!



WHO SAVE LIVES: Clean Your Hands 
Global Campaign – 5 May 2018

http://www.who.int/infection-
prevention/campaigns/clean-hands/5may2018/en/



GSA�s Key Goals for 2018- 2020 Goals for 
2018- 2020 A Key Goals for 2018- 2020• Regional sepsis alliances in all 
continents where WHO holds 
regional offices

• At least 25% of countries with 
effective and funded national 
sepsis plans in place 

• Have a Global Sepsis Action Plan
• National cross-sectoral coalitions 

in at least 50% of UN member 
states 

• Have updated comprehensive 
sepsis guidelines under the 
auspices of WHO



African Sepsis Alliance Launched



Khartoum Resolution to Improve Sepsis 
Outcomes in Africa

The aim is a joint conference by the MoHs

of  the African Union on Sepsis under the

patronage of WHO DG Dr. Tedros in Khartoum

within the next twelve months!



"The time to act on sepsis is now. I encourage 
EU Member States to strengthen efforts to 
prevent infections that can lead to sepsis and 
thus save lives. The appropriate use of 
antimicrobials is vital to maintain our ability to 
effectively treat sepsis: I call on all Member 
States to put in place national AMR action 
plans and to improve the quality of life of 
sepsis survivors".





The ESA and its working groups welcome support

and cooperation from individuals and organizations! 



Countries with Nationwide Sepsis Activities or
Intended National Sepsis Plans

• Australia
• Abu Dhabi
• Brazil
• Canada
• England 
• Germany
• Ireland
• Oman

• Scotland 
• Spain
• Saudi Arabia
• Sudan
• Turkey
• USA/ New York State…
• Wales





Sepsis Mortality Differs in Magnitude and 
Trends Between Countries and Continents

•Australia     2000-2012: 35,0%           18,5% 
•England      2000-2012: 45,5%          32,1%
•USA            2009-2014: 39,9%           23,2%
•Germany    2010-2013: 47.8%            43.6% 
•Brazil          2015                                 55,7%
•Turkey        2015                                62,6%



What We Must Learn from Countries with Lower
Mortality Rates - Australia, US and UK  

•Effective Education on Infection Prevention
•Rapid response teams standard
•Cross-professional nationwide educational 
efforts with implementation of early warning 
scores

•Introduction of nationwide sepsis specific 
performance measures - CMS, NHS, CEC

•QI initiatives by major health care providers 
and health care authorities 

It will be the ultimate goal of the European 

Sepsis Alliance to make this happen in close

cooperation with the necessary stakeholders

on the European and the national level!



Between 2009-2014 In The US Less Than 50% of 
Sepsis Cases were Coded In the ICD-9

•According to EHRs 5.9% of all admissions 
had sepsis. Neither the numbers nor the 
mortality rate changed over time. 

•Only 1.3% of sepsis cases were had ICD-9 
sepsis codes in 2009 compared to 2.5% and
mortality decreased

: Rhee at al AJRCCM 2017 (Funding CDC)

Projected national incidence USA:

1.67 million cases, 260,000 deaths.



Currently Sepsis Incidence and Burden of Sepsis 
May Be Considerably Underestimated 

• Severe Sepsis 687/100 000 
•Mortality 19.8%
• Only 15% coded in ICD



Hospital Beds - OECD Countries

These differences cannot be explained by lack of resources



Australia.. 8.75/100,000 population



Doctor�s Consultations – OECD Countries

These differences cannot be explained by lack of resources



Nurses per 1000 Inhabitants – OECD 
Countries

These differences cannot be explained by lack of resources





What Is possible in NY State Must Be
Possible in Other Countries!


